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reasonable subsistence to every indivdual able and willing to work for it and that in so far as industrialism failed to provide it, industrialism failed. Moreover, he continued, the economic tyrant who drew bloodstained income from the lives and hearts of the miserable victims forced to provide unrighteous profits to employers or landlords could be neither a Christian nor a true citizen. "Their money is accursed, because it is coined out of the tears and sorrows of humanity." The bishop went on to condemn the perjury of merchants at the customhouses, speculation at the risk of others, the defrauding of creditors by concealments, and the making of profits by acts of insolvency. In New York the Unitarian leader, Orville Dewey, denounced "the insane and insatiable passion for accumulation/7 the concentration of immense fortunes in a few hands while the rest of the world, in comparative poverty, enjoyed neither the fair rewards of industry nor an equal share in its advantages.
Religion played a large part in the inspiration of reformers themselves. Even those who, like William Lloyd Garrison, bitterly denounced the churches for their approval of slavery or their silence regarding it were essentially religious men. Indeed, most of the reformers eminent in the pre-Civil War decades were influenced greatly by ideas that grew out of the Puritan, Quaker, and evangelical traditions.
No one can read widely in the reform literature without being profoundly impressed by the religious character of the arguments that filled the tracts, periodicals, lectures, and private correspondence of the crusaders. The temperance reformers, most of whom were devoutly pious, not only insisted that Scriptures gave no warrant for alcoholic beverages; they opposed them on the score that they interfered with the progress of revivals and the spread of Christ's word, that in the tavern and diam-shop men and women most frequently began their downward course to sorrow and ruin. Peace advocates cited the Sermon on the Mount and other texts in proof of their contention that Christianity condemned war. But war was anathema to them not only because of their belief that the Bible forbade it, but also because it seemed to promote worldliness, the corruption of morals, and the stagnation of churches. Critics of capital punishment likewise found Scriptural texts to support their crusade; at the same time they pointed out that the irrevocable sentence to death sometimes cut the condemned off from a possible later repentance and always prevented his true moral reformation. No crusade was more directly inspired by Christ's doctrine of love and brotherhood than